Vermont ANR DEC WMD – Town of Colchester

Delegation Agreement Item 3
December 1, 2005
Memo to Municipal Staff, Consultants, and Applicants
1. The Vermont ANR DEC has authorized the Town of Colchester to administer the “Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules”.  These rules comprise Chapter 1 of the Vermont “Environmental Protection Rules”.  This authority is effective as of November 22, 2005.  
Property owners and their consultants must now submit permit application materials to the Town Planning and Zoning office, when necessary, to obtain a State WW permit or permit amendment rather than going to the ANR DEC Regional office in Essex Junction.

The Colchester office will function as a branch office of the DEC office solely for Colchester properties.  The goal of this project is to merge and streamline the State and municipal permit program.
2. Presently, there are a dwindling number of properties in Town that have been exempt from State wastewater disposal and potable water supply regulations by State statute.  All exemptions from these State regulations will end as of July 1, 2007.  On and after that date, all future issues that trip regulatory requirements will require a State permit.
Thus, for the 19 months that remain between December 1, 2005 and July 1, 2007, those properties in Colchester that are presently exempt from State regulations and that propose no change that would require a State permit may still obtain a municipal permit for certain changes to or the replacement of the on-site sanitary sewage disposal systems and or potable water supply system that serve a property.
3. Interim Period  -  Between now and July 1, 2007:
· Properties with existing State Permits will require an amendment to the existing permit for any substantial change.  A copy of the original permit and the amendment will serve as the new Colchester Permit.
· Properties without a State Permit that propose development that automatically requires a State Permit will require a State Permit.  A copy of this new State permit will serve as the new Colchester Permit.
· Properties presently exempt from State Permits and which do nothing to trip State requirements need only obtain a municipal permit.  For these parcels, and these parcels only, we will continue to use the Colchester Triplicate permit applications when the applicant proposes some change requiring a septic permit.
4. For clarification purposes
· As of July 1, 2007, any property without a State Permit will thereafter require a State Permit at a future date when substantial work needs to be performed on the water supply system and or on the sanitary sewage disposal system.

This does not mean that developed properties without a State permit must obtain one on or shortly after July 1, 2007.  However, in the future when a permit is required it shall be a State permit.

5. There are two statutory reasons why the Town will maintain two physically separate and independent files of permits.
· First, The Town still has a sewage ordinance on the books and we must abide by it.
· Second, the Town and State have the option of returning the State program back over to the State and we would have to give them all related files.  Thus we want two physical copies of all State – Town permits.●
