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For information on potential human health risks from soils and sediment generated from 

flooding, and safe handling of these materials, refer to the attached guidance published by 

Vermont Department of Health, and available here: 

http://healthvermont.gov/enviro/water/documents/irene_soil_cleanup_guide_090911.pdf 

Regarding the disposition of accumulated soils and sediments, the Agency of Natural Resources 

is advocating a pragmatic, three-tiered approach building from the Vermont Department of 

Health’s guidance: 

1. If the silt is known to be contaminated by recognized source of petroleum, pesticides, 

sewerage, animal waste, industrial chemicals, or the like, contact Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) - call 211 or 1- 800-641-5005 and ask for the 

Vermont Hazardous Materials Response Team or DEC Spill Team for assistance.  A 

chemical characterization of the silt through sampling and analysis silt may be necessary 

to determine the appropriate disposal option. 

2. If trash or other man-made debris is present, or contamination is possible, but not evident, 

the silt can be brought to a landfill as either cover material or as a waste. The landfill may 

impose pre-disposal testing requirements or specific management strategies. Any material 

disposed of at a landfill must contain no free liquids as determined by the “paint filter 

test.”  

3. Realistically, most  silt and sediment generated from deposition by flood waters will be 

“contaminated” to some degree; however, the ANR believes that the majority or the 

material, with the above exceptions, can be managed as fill material. As such, towns may 

bring the silt or sediment to a borrow pit or other appropriate, secure location for storage 

and reuse. The storage area should be located and managed to limit runoff from the pile 

and protect nearby surface water quality. This may necessitate the construction of berms, 

silt fencing, swales and other erosion control devices.  

We would be glad to advise property owners and municipalities with their individual 

situations.  Please call Dennis Fekert (802) 241-1493 or Buzz Surwilo (802) 343-5097, for 

additional technical assistance. 

http://healthvermont.gov/enviro/water/documents/irene_soil_cleanup_guide_090911.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


